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POLITICAL. 


The Ananda Bazar Pairtkd, of the 15th November, dwells on the 
value of political agitation, and depl:res the 
present political stagnation of the native com- 
munities. ‘Ihe people are exhorted to agitate according to constitutional 
means, and they can rest assured that by this means they will gradually 
raise themselves in the scale of nations. The British Government is not 
unfavourable to such agitations; na¥ it has always fostered them. 1t invites 
public criticism on its legislative and administrative acts, and is ever 
ready to make reasonable concessions. 

2. The Suvhachar, of the 15th November, warns Government against 
the course which is being urged on it by 
certain persons in reference to Candahar, 
There should not be the least hesitation in giving up that province; and it 
is to be hoped that Lord Ripon will not, in this matter, allow himself to be 
influenced by any considerations of a so-called prestige. After the victor 
of General Roberts, retirement from Candahar will not be attributed to 
any feeling unworthy of the British Government. If it be a question of 
the cost incurred in the construction of the frontier railways, even that 
should be answered in favour of retirement. Have not enormous sums been 
expended in bribing the SirdarsP It would be far better to have the rails 
taken off the ground and brought back to India, than that Candahar should 
continue in British occupation. The cost of retaining that province will be 
enormous. Who will pay it? The occupation of Candahar again would 
certainly lead to an extension of the British frontier up to Cabul and Herat ; 
and if once the Russian and English territories were made conterminous, 
there would be created a fruitful scource of troubles and intrigues. Consider- 
ing further the unpreparedness of the British army for action, as displayed 
on certain recent occasions, it is not wise to meet an enemy outside the 
natural frontiers of India. The greatest objection to a continuance of the 
Afghan business lies in the consideration that this would wholly absorb the 
attention of Government, to the neglect of works of internal improvement 
which can only flourish in times of peace. 

3. The Zejarut-ul-Akhbar, of the 15th November, contains an article 

i ee Pane Soa a on the Chota Oodeypore case. The observa- 

de : tions made are similar to those noticed in 

paragraphs 1 and 3 of our Report of the 13th instant. The least punish- 

ment inflicted on Chunder Singh, remarks the writer, will extremely pain 

the hearts of the Native Princes, besides leading to a general laxity of 
morals among native females. 


4. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 9th and 16th November, dwells on the 


Representative Government for India. enccpeats J . of gradually introducing ’ — 
presentative system of Government into 

India. It is not of course intended that there should be created a Native 
Parliament all at once, but what is suggested is that, for some time to come, 
the people should be empowered to select representatives, who will form an 
advising body competent to offer suggestions for the consideration of 
Government. ‘The objection that is commonly raised to this proposal, on 
the ground that the people of India are divided into so many sections and 
possess So many conflicting interests, that the formation of a representative 
body in this country is an impossibility, falls to the ground, when it is 
considered that it is only for the people of British India, where the presence 
of such conflicting interests is less strong, that this institution is suggested, 
and that the very fact that these antagonistic interests exist, is an argument 
in favour of the establishment of such an institution. It is one thing that 
the people should themselves be able to give expression to their woes and 


The value of political agitation. 


Candahar. 


die, 


grievances, and quite another that the duty should be performed by paid 
officials. Newspapers and Associations are doing some service in this matter ; 
but a representative institution, established under the auspices of Govern- 
ment, is what seems to be a necessity of the present time. 

5. The same paper thus concludes an article on the question of re- 

Menta taining Candahar:—Now that the British 

, Government has, in the eyes of the world, 

asserted its supremacy and retrieved its lost prestige, there should not be a 

moment’s delay in severing, of course in a dignified manner, all connection 

with Afghanistan. For greater the delay, the more numerous the chances 
of danger. 

6. The same paper thus comments on the action of Government in 
the Chota Oodeypore case :—Jit Singh is 
an independent Chief.. The trial of a 
person whose father is an independent ruler might well be conducted by 
that father. Why should Government interfere in the matter? ‘There 
has been in this cuse a repetition of the blunder which Government com- 
mitted in the Baroda affair. In that affair Government considerably fell 
in popular estimation; and it ought to have profited by the lesson it then 
received. As it is, the action of the rulers in the Chota Oodeypore case 
will, instead of securing it popularity, certainly produce dissatisfaction. 

7. The Hindu Ranjikd, of the 17th November, urges on Government 

— the desirability of retiring from Candahar. 
aera This course would be in accordance with 
the dictates of sound statesmanship. 

8. We give below the substance of an article in the Samvdd Pra- 
bhakar, of the 20th November, on Lord 
Ripon’s speech at Lahore :—Lord Ripon has 
not yet done anything which might enable the public to judge of his views 
on public questions, or his skill as a statesman. It is, however, believed that 
a leader of the Liberal party, anda conscientious and God-fearing man as he 
is, he will not allow himself, like his predecessor, to be influenced by such a 
counsellor as Sir John Strachey. The educated native community expect 
much from him, and yet he would be an over-sanguine man who should 
believe that because he is a statesman of the Liberal persuasion, all the 
yrievances Of India would be redressed under his rule. The fact is, until 
the monotonous policy of routine which has been followed in India all the 
time from the days of the Company to the proclamation of the Queen as 
Empress is radically reformed, it will not be possible either for a Liberal ora 
Conservative Viceroy to redress the grievances of the people, or inaugurate 
any beneficial measure. England must learn to rule India for purposes 
other than those which are nowkept in view. The Viceroy for the time 
being is able to effect but little good; and the difference between a Viceroy 
of the Conservative party, and one who is a Liberal, is this : that whereas the 
former is found anxious to strengthen the policy which is in the ascendant, 
and for this purpose does not shew the least hesitation in introducing a rigorous 
system of administration, the latter, although anxious to confer some lasting 
benefits upon the people, is seriously hampered by the prevailing policy. Thus 
Lord Northbrook, who, in the course of a recent speech in England, has given 
expression to certain noble views on Indian administration, could not, while he 
was Viceroy, act in accordance with them. Much is expected of Lord Ripon. 
At least he will not harass the people like his predecessor. His Lahore 
speech, however, has to some extent been disappointing. He is anxious to 
follow in the footsteps of Lord Lawrence. Now, the policy of that states- 
man in the matter of internal administration was far from successful. The 
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under Lord Lawrence’s rule that famine decimated the population of Orissa. 
His foreign policy, however, deserves great commendation, and if the present 
Viceroy is guided by it in his relations with Foreign States, he is likely in 

reat measure to reap success. Even here, the policy of Lord Lawrence cannot 
4 safely followed in all its details. The trans-frontier relations of the 
Government of India have considerably changed since the days of that 
statesman ; and as regards the settiement of Afghanistan and the question 
of Ameership, it will not do for Lord Ripon to follow in its entirety the 
policy of what is known as masterly inactivity. Instead therefore of 
taking any particular statesman for his model, it behoves Lord Ripon to 
follow a policy which only a study of the condition of the people of India and 
of their administration may justify. The policy of the Punjab school of 
politicians is extremely distasteful to the Bengalis, Parsees, Marhattahs, 
and all other advanced races of India. 


Pusiic ADMINISTRATION. 


9. The Zripurd Vartdvaha, of the 13th November, does not see why, 

: in these days of -railways and telegraph, the 
Bombapnoeups of Madras and Governments of Madras and Bombay should be 
considered offices of responsibility, too high to be 

filled by Lieutenant-Governors. Considering that Assam and British Burmah, 
which are comparatively newly acquired provinces, are ably administered by 
Chief Commissioners, there does not exist any good grounds for the above 
supposition. The appointment of Lieutenant-Governors to Bombay and 
Madras if made from the ranks of experienced anglo-Indian officials, might 
lead to large savings of expenditure by rendering unnecessary the continuance 
of the Executive Councils attached to those Governments. The Editor 


disapproves of the present practice on the part of Government of annually 
going to Simla. 


10. The following is the substance of a long article in the same paper 

ae - , on the revision of Civil Court establishments 
_pevision of Civil Court establish of Tipperah :—There are in this district three 
Sudder Munsiffees. The ministerial officers 

attached to them had so long, in addition to their other work, performed 
the duty of examining copies made of documents, and kept the accounts of 
their respective office. The revised arrangement, however, has relieved 
them of this work, which has been transferred to the hands of the accountant 
in the Judge’s Court, as also of the work connected with copying, for which 
a new hand has been entertained in that Court. But although the work 
of the subordinate officers of the Munsiffee Courts has thus diminished, the 
number of these officers has not been reduced. A similar transfer of work 
hitherto performed by the clerks attached to the Courts of the Subordinate 
Judges has, however, led to different results. Considering the amount of work 
of which these have been relieved, only one post could be justly abolished ; 
but the new arrangement has deprived the Subordinate Judges of two of 
their men. The effect therefore of the reform has been to lighten the labours 
of the Munsiffs’ omlah, and to increase the work of those serving on the esta- 
blishment of Subordinate Judges. The reduction in the number of naib- 
nazirs by one will impose a larger amount of work upon the remaining 
three, as the work has not diminished. The accountant of the Judge's 
Court also, in spite of an additional assistant newly sanctioned, will have 
to go through an overwhelming amount of work. The same remark 
may be made of the newly appointed clerk, whose business it is to examine 


copies, as also of the accountant ‘attached to the Brahmunberiah 
Munsiffee. 
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11. The following observations are extracted. from an article in the 
Protest ‘against’ the proposed. Rent A”anda Bazar Patrikd of the 15th Novem- 
law. | ber:—The new Rent Bill has already evoked 
discussion. The measure was first protested against at an influentially 
attended meeting of the Behar landholders. The landholders of Behar are 
at present in high favour with Sir Ashley Eden ; they have on many occasions 
presented him with addresses of welcome. Officials now-a-days show an 
extreme hankering after these addresses, and those that present them are 
greatly favored, As regards the Rent Bill, landlords and tenants should 
equally protest against it; for it is not likely to produce the least good, 
except perhaps to the revenue. The rulers have, up to this time, enacted 
several laws in the interests of the natives of the country, and haye also on 
many occasions, and in different matters, shewn an undue partiality towards 
a class. But the partiality shewn in the present case is such as was never 
before surpassed, and it is quite probable that this partiality towards the 
tenant may ultimately prove his ruin. At one time, the rulers were 
exceedingly kind to the indigo planters. Perhaps it was for this kindness 
that the indigo planters lost everything they had ever possessed, and 
fled from this country. They were strong and wealthy, and yet they were 
ruined as a. consequence of the partiality shewn them bv the authorities, 
and ruined too by a poor and helpless peasantry. It is not therefore 
always that the favour of the ruling body is beneficial. The Police, with all 
its faults, does a great deal of good, and yet it is extremely unpopular. The 
reason, of course, is that it is unduly favoured by the rulers. It is not 
therefore evident that whoever is favoured by Government is really bene- 
fited ; on the contrary, the circumstance that a person is favoured very often 
goes against him. Hence itis natural to conclude that the partiality 
of the rulers towards the tenant will prove his ruin. Now the tenantry 
are placed directly under the zemindar, and he could easily, if he but chose, 
ruin them; and the authorities would not, by any means, be able to 
prevent this. The tenantry again have always stood in need of the 
zemindar’s kindness, without which they could not live. If the authorities 
become partial to them, the zemindars will cease to show this kindness. 
The more the rulers seek to protect the tenants, the more selfish will 
the zemindars grow. Legislation in the interests of the tenant could only 
be undertaken by ignoring a few such important considerations 
as that the tenantry cannot do without the zemindar ; that the zemindar can 
so contract the tenant out of his rights.as to reduce him to the position of 
a Carolina slave; and that, owing to the expensiveness of litigation under 
British rule, a well-to-do person can easily ru‘n one poorer than himself, if 
he only chooses todo so. The undue partiality towards the tenant, which 
characterizes the Rent Bill, will also alienate from his cause the sympathies 
of the newspapers and leading men of the native community, who have 
always aided him in his struggles against oppression. The proposed law, 
if passed, will injure both landlords and tenants. The evil which was 
produced by the passing of Act X of 1859 is gradually disappearing, and it 
would be most unwise to revive it by undertaking fresh legislation. 

12. The Sahachar, of the 15th November, contains a preliminary 
notice of the Report of the Rent Law Com- 
mission and the draft Rent Bill. The cause of 
the dispute between landlords and tenants, and 
the difficult problem which the Government is called upon to deal with, are 
briefly and clearly set forth in the article. Comments on the Bill will follow. 

13. A correspondent of the same paper directs the attention of 
Government to the fearful prevalence of 
bribery among’ the’ subordinate native officers 
in Assam. Almost nothing can be had done 
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14, The following is the substance of an article in the Burdway, 
Sanjtoant of the 16th November :—The 
pAdvantages and disadvantages of odvantages we have reaped under British 
rule have been reaped at an immense if not 
a ruinous cost. The people of India have well nigh lost their nationality, 
and only somehow manage to live. Foreigners enjoy a practical monopoly of 
all lucrative business. Native industries are gradually declining, and the 
people depend even for some of the necessaries of life on foreign supply, 
The commerce of the country is in the hands of foreigners, and its wealth ig 
flowing in the direction of foreign lands. The enormous annual remittances 
on account cf the home charges absorb whiat little remains. True, peace 
has been established under British rule, all fear of foreign invasion removed, 
and by the introduction of railways an impetus given to commerce; but 
have these measures in the least aidedin improving the Gondition of the 
nation, or increasing its prestige or political privileges P 
In forming an estimate of the advantages as well as the disadvantages 
which have resulted from the introduction of British rule into this country, 
we should observe whether there has been any material and moral progress, 
and if any facilities have been provided to the natives of earning the 
means of livelihood. ‘lhe people are gradually deteriorating in physique, 
and becoming incapable of defending themselves against an enemy. They 
have been disarmed, and are thus becoming unfit to handle arms. The 
members of leading native families are denied admission in the army or 
any other suitable career which might satisfy their ambition. The mass 
of the people experience increased hardship in earning the means of liveli- 
hood. Poverty reigns in the land. The failure of food-crops one year 
turns the whole population into beggars dependent on the charity of the 
State. The rulers on the spot are taken in by the glitter which is noticed 
on the surface of native society, and are ignorant of the true condition of 
the people. 


15. The Bhdrat Mihir, of the 9th and 16th November, dwells on 

the fearful increase of drunkenness in 

tae meanennem, ens, The Mymensingh, caused by the introduction of 

the outstill system. Government has order- 

ed an enquiry into this matter; but it is to be doubted whether officers 

in the mofussil, in charge of the excise revenue, will have sufficient courage 
to report unfavourably on the present system. 


16. The same paper appeals to the Lieutenant-Governor against the 
3 action of Mr. Alexander, the Magistrate 
“aa of the Mymensingh of Mymensingh, in the matter of the new 
elections to the seven Commissionerships 
of the local municipality rendered vacant by the failure of the late Com- 
missioners to attend a certain number of meetings. For this office the 
Commissioners had selected two Europeans and five natives, and sent up 
the names for the approval of the Chairman. Mr. Alexander struck out 
the names of the five native gentlemen, and substituted for them those of 
five European gentlemen ; so that in this town, containing a native popula- 
tion numbering nearly twelve thousand, there are now only seven native 
Commissioners, while there is an equal number of Commissioners to re- 
present the fifteen European residents of the place. By this action the 
influence of the former has been considerably weakened. 


17. The Sddhdrani, of the 21st November, in noticing the Administra- 
tion Report of the Police Department for 1879, 
and the Resolution of Government on 1, 
remarks that the action of Government in appointing a Commission to report 


- Police report for 1879. 


on tue extent and other particulars connected witn the chakran lands situate 


in four thanas of the Midnapore district, looks suspicious, and does not 


ae, 


augur well for the holders thereof. On the submission of the report, the 
Lieutenant-Governor may not improbably consider the expediency of dis- 
pensing with their services, and imposing an equitable assessment upon the 
lands. In another place the Hditor, without stopping to discuss the truth 
of the statement made in the Police Report as to the increase in the number 
of petty crimes, and decrease in that of certain others, such as house-breaking, 
&c., remarks that the Police is gradually losing its power to detect thieves 
and robbers, and is becoming exceedingly proficient in detecting persons 
guilty of petty, or sometimes of no crimes. In nota few cases of burglary 
all that has been done by the Police has been confined to taking the 
dimensions of the breach made in the wall; but if stray cattle are noticed 
on the municipal roads, the Police feel an unbounded joy. And this is 
reasonable; for every head of cattle seized, and brought to the pound, yields 
four pice to the person who seizes it. 


18. The Som Prakdsh, of the 22nd November, asks Government to 
call for the papers in Munshi Indarman’s case, 


Munshi Indarman’s case. 


Moorshedabad for writing and publishing a book containing gross libels 
on the religion of the Mahomedans. The action of the Magistrate has 
greatly dissatisfied the Hindus. It was the Mahomedans who were the 
ageressors. They it was who had first published a book containing abuses 
and denunciations of the Hindu religion, and the Munshi’s work was only a 
reply. ‘The Mahomedans, however, have not been punished. The plain duty 
of the Magistrate was to suppress both publications, at the same time sub- 
mitting translations of objectionable passages for the orders of Government. 


19. The same paper directs the attention of Government to the 
necessity of interference in the matter of the 
religious endowments in India. The large 
funds appertaining to these institutions are now grossly mismanaged, or are 
misappropriated by ignorant and unprincipled priests. The Hditor suggests 
the appointment of a Commission to control the affairs of every religious 
institution in the country. It should be composed of the local Government 
officer, the head of the institution concerned, and certain experienced persons 
of the locality. The surplus funds of such institutions should be employed 
for educational purposes. 


20. The same paper, while not wholly opposed to the proposal of the 
Lieutenant-Governor to abolish the Calcutta 
Wards’ Institution, is at the same time anxious 
that His Honor should provide the wards with the means of obtaining 
education at some place where they might be beyond the influence of those 
associations which generally prove the ruin of heirs to large estates. 
The Editor would not approve of any arrangement which left them in the 
charge of their relatives. 


21. The Nuvacibhakar, of the -22nd November, protests against the 
action of Government in reference to the 
Patriotic Fund. The subscriptions should be 
purely voluntary; but if Government has any connection with a fund, as it 
undoubtedly has in this case. the contributions become really extortions, and 
are made for fear of offending the authorities and of being regarded as dis- 
loyal. The Editor hopes that in Bengal at least Sir Ashley Eden will not 
have any direct concern with such a fund. The article is significantly headed 
“ Which is it—collecting subscriptions, or levying a tax P” 

22. In an article headed the Calcutta Wards’ Institution, the same 
paper makes observations similar to those 
noticed in paragraph 20. 
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93. In commenting on: Lord Ripon’s speech at the Lahore Durbar, the 
same paper expresses a general approval of the 
sentiments contained therein. The Kditor 
dwells on the advantages of high English education, and assures His Excellence 
that the improvement of the vernaculars depends. upon the spread of. that 
education. ‘This has been the case in Bengal. It is hoped Lord Ripon. yj] 
not prove unfavourable to the cause of high education. 
94. The same paper is glad to learn that the Lieutenant-Governor 
a | will: shortly appoint. a Commission: to report on 
— of dispensaries in the condition of the medicines sold at the many 
| native dispensaries in Calcutta. The measure 


Lord Ripon’s speech at Lahore. 


is urgently called for. 
RAJKRISHNA MUKHOPADHYAYA, ma. & Bu. 


; Bengali: Translator. 
BENGALI TRANSLATORS OFFICE, 


The 27th. November 1880. 
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